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Monday, 17 June 2019 

Betting on races attracts older gamblers than sports betting 

New research from Roy Morgan shows 1.8 million Australians aged 18+ place bets in an 
average three months including 1.5 million who bet on racing events (7.9% of Australian adults) 
and over 620,000 (3.2%) who place Sports bets according to the latest Roy Morgan Gambling 

Currency Report. 

Analysing betting patterns over the last year shows a decline in Australians placing bets on Racing 
events including Horse Racing, Harness Racing and Greyhound Racing while more Australians than a 

year ago are now betting on Sports. 

Men are far more likely to bet than women with 12.3% of men in an average three months now having 
a bet compared to only 6% of women. 

Betting on Racing is most appealing for 50-79 year olds. Over 10% of Australians aged 50-64 years old 
and 9.3% of 65-79 year olds bet on Racing compared to only 3.1% of 18-24 year olds. 

In fact 18-24 year olds are more likely to bet on Sports (3.6%) than Racing – the only age group for 

which Sports betting is more popular. 

The likelihood of betting on Sport increases to 3.8% of 25-34 year olds and 4.9% of 35-49 year olds 
before dropping off substantially for Australians aged 50+ years old.  

The differential is most stark for Australians aged 80+ years old with 8.2% betting on Racing compared 
to less than 1% that bet on Sports. 

Participation rate by age – race and sports betting – March 2019 

 

Source: Roy Morgan Single Source Australia, April 2018 - March 2019. n=14,114. Base: Australians 18+. 
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Michele Levine, CEO, Roy Morgan, says although long-term trends show a decline in the 
number of Australians having a bet, there are growth areas for betting companies with 
over 620,000 Australians now betting on sport up over 10% from a year ago: 

“Roy Morgan’s latest Gambling Currency Report shows there are now 1.8 million Australians 

having a bet including 1.5 million who bet on Racing events such as Horse Racing, Harness 
Racing and Greyhound Racing and over 620,000 who bet on Sport.  

“Although there is significant cross-over between Australians who bet on Racing events and 

those betting on Sports, there’s no doubt betting on Racing on the whole skews to an older 
audience than Sports betting. 

“The two age groups most likely to bet on Racing events are aged 50-64 years old (10.1%) or 

65-79 years old (9.3%). In contrast the age groups most likely to bet on Sport are all aged under 
50 years old led by 35-49 year olds (4.9%), 25-34 year olds (3.8%) and 18-24 year olds (3.6%). 
The youngest age group is the only age group more likely to bet on Sport than Racing events.  

“However, although betting on Racing is more widespread, Sports betting is where the growth is 
in 2019. Sports betting has grown by over 10% from a year ago and with popular sports 
including the AFL and NRL as well as several World Cups being held this year including the 

Cricket World Cup, FIFA Women’s World Cup and later this year the Rugby World Cup there 
are plenty of high profile sporting contests for gambling Australians to try their luck  on. 

“Roy Morgan’s ongoing Single Source survey conducted with over 50,000 Australians per year 

allows gambling data - including participation, frequency, expenditure and attitudes across all 
gambling types including Racing and Sports betting - to be tracked and examined against a 
wide range of other consumer metrics including demographic and psychographic 

segmentations, media consumption habits and internet use, sports participation and spectating, 
leisure activities and entertainment preferences.” 

 

Click here to view the Roy Morgan Gambling Currency Report and view a Casino visitor 
profile here. For comments or more information about Roy Morgan’s gambling data, 
please contact: 

Roy Morgan Enquiries 

Office:  +61 (3) 9224 5309 

askroymorgan@roymorgan.com 
 

About Roy Morgan 

Roy Morgan is the largest independent Australian research company, with offices in each state of 

Australia, as well as in the United States and the United Kingdom. A full service research organisation 
specialising in omnibus and syndicated data, Roy Morgan has over 75 years’ experience in collecting 
objective, independent information on consumers. 

 
Margin of Error 

The margin of error to be allowed for in any estimate depends mainly on the number of interviews on 
which it is based. Margin of error gives indications of the likely range within which estimates would be 

95% likely to fall, expressed as the number of percentage points above or below the actual estimate. 
Allowance for design effects (such as stratification and weighting) should be made as appropriate.  

Sample Size Percentage Estimate 

 40%-60% 25% or 75% 10% or 90% 5% or 95% 
10,000 ±1.0 ±0.9 ±0.6 ±0.4 

50,000 ±0.4 ±0.4 ±0.3 ±0.2 
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